Earsham Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

(a)

(b)

Announcement made by: (d)

Date of announcement: (g)

The audit of accounts for Earsham Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor’s
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Earsham Parish Council on application
to:
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Copies will be provided to any local government elector of the area on
payment of £ 1 (c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.
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Notes

This notice and Sections 1, 2 & 3 of
the AGAR must be published by 30
September. This mustinciude
publication on the smaller
authority's website, The smaller
authority must decide how long to
publish the Notice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicty available for 5 years.

{a) Insertthe name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

{b} Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

(c) Insertareasonable sum for
copying costs

(d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

{e) Insert the date of placing of the
natice
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

EACSAM. ARSH. (Curadciv

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm. to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

Yas' means mc:f ihis a-u!hon:}

! prepared its accoum‘mg stalemenis In accordance |
management during the year. and for the preparatonof |~ © | with the Accounts and Audit Reguilations |
the accounting statements. i i |

| 1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial | g
|
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) We mamtained an adequate syslam of intema contral { £ made proper afrar;guna.ns and jccepmd fesnonwb-’h!}
mclud:ng measuras designed tc prevent and detect fraud v 3 < for sateguarding Ihe public money and resources in
and corruption arae rewewec ns FFEE'.WEH!ESS [ ; | #s charqu

13 We= took ali reasmmbie steps lo assure ourselves haa only done whar .: nas ;hc— 'ega-' power to do and fras
that there are no matters of actual or potential : i complied with Proper Practices in doing 80
non-tompliance with laws, regulations and Proper AT
Practices that could have a significant financial effect } i
on the ability of this authority to conduct its 4 !
business or manage its finances. : ‘
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4, We D!‘l’)."df‘d proper opporiunity r‘unng the year lor dumrg tho year gave ail pcrsons mrsﬂredrpa fhf—' oppr‘mun. y 1o
the exercise of electors rghts in accordance with the o | inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts
| reqmremems nf 1he Ac.munts and Audit Regulations g |
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| 5. We carried aut an dsseasmenl of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks i

!

authority and took appropriate steps to manage those i 1 | faces and dealt with them propotly
risks, including the mtroduction of internal controls.and/er |
external msuranre cover where required.
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& We mamsamed !hmughou the year an adequale and j E ammgnd !or a g.ompuenr person, mdependem er fhe fmar.m-:.' i
effective system of internal audit of the accounting | T [ | controls and procedures, (o give an objective view on whether |
records and cqn!ml 5y§tems H i‘ } mry.mf (,.,nrro#n meer the needs Df :h;s xrnaﬁar aumomy
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We mnk apprnpna.e act!cm on all maners raused i / h } res;:cmnea la rna!rers brougm ro lfs am}mmn hy mfemal ana

| in reports from internal and external audit i ! | peternal audit.
B We consrderea wnather any ntngat-on |idbll|1les or B T = i dusc!osed everym.rq it shomd hrwr: dbour st busme.ss acr;wry
commitments, events or transactions, ocourring either : ; during the year including events taking place after the vear
during or after the year-and, have a financial impact on I end if relevant

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them f
in the accoumrr'g s!atamen,s i !

‘-} (Fer local councils nnly) Trust funds i ncludmg
charable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability

has met all of its responsibiities where, as a body
v corporate. il is a sole managing trustee of a local

! trust or trusts.

respensibilities for the fund(silassets, including g i 1 J]
financial reporting and. f required, independent i i i \!/ :
exdmmatmn o audit i ¥ [, ‘
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‘Please provide explanations to the external audltor ona separate sheat for each 'No response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a | Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: - approval was given:
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and recorded as minute reference: . Char /Z' '/:’4 :
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

EALSH AN VAR SKH (i

Year ending Notes and guidance : i
C 31 March Please round alf figures fo naarest £1. Do nol Jeave any

2025 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures muat
: ¥ agree to underlying financial records.
f 1. Balances brought | , | Total balances and reserves al the beginning of the year i
forward €32 L = o ey | | as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to |
i | Box 7 of previous year.
‘ |2 u) Precepl or Rates and | | | Total amount of precept (or for !DBs ra!es and Iewes} i
Levies e VS | kXD received or receivabie in the year. Exclude any grants
recerved

| 3. (+) Total other receipts

[
|
4 -
! ' Total income or recem!s as recorded in the cashbook less
Ry N | A 25D | the precept or rates/ievies received (iine 2). Include any
| gmnts received.

I {) St-aﬁ‘. costs : - ! | Total expendrrure or paymenrs made ro and on behab‘
i Riu-3 i LT * of all emplayees. Include gross salanies and wages.
i

| employers Ni contributions, employers pension
| § I contnbuttona grarumes and severance payments.

5 (]Loan imerestfcapnal i | o ‘ Tofaf expendrrure or payments of capital and interest

i}

repayments saiiare | —— ' made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any). |
1 ’ 1 |
LG JA!! other payments i Toral expendrrure ar payments as recorded in the cash-
o | 2 B AW | ook less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
[ m+_ ESR . (P | repaymenis (ines).
| 7 ( ) Balances camed | ‘ Total balances and reserves at the end of rhe year Must
| forward S e | LB €0k | equal (1+243) - (4+5+6).
I TSN gy S —
& Total value of cash and { ; l The sum of all current and depos:f bank accounts, cash
short term investments | 4TS 132 WS Ok | hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March -
’ | To agree with bank reconciliation.
SRS S— s ; : kbt R PR
3. Total fixed assets plus | ('2&- 3""-1‘61‘31 The vaiue of aﬂ rhe propedy the authority owns — it is made |
long term investments SV s | up of all its fixed assels and long term investments as al
: i | 300,327 |
and assels : | B 31 March t
5 ' 10. Total borrowmgs ‘ The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all Ioans

| from third pames (rncfudmg PWLB).

|

For Local Councils Only

| 11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(mcluding chamable}

j 11b. D|sclosure note re Trust fur_lds
{mcludmg charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and |
] mspons:b!e for managmg Trusr funds or ass‘mq

[ o
5 usie sl e s

PR
i The figures in the accountin sratements above
- v l g g

| exclude any Trust transactions.
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i certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability 3 approved by this authority on this date:
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments | e , cS / o0 K

or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authonties — a
Practitioners Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly

. S ; < - as recorded in minute reference:
the financial position of this authority. |

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being Be
presented to the authority for approval
o F_{‘ ' Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accouriting
" A Statements were ap roved
) 'o -:S '2 ?’ o 7 R
Date . 1 / e c_,/ /_/z,w
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Earsham Parish Council ~ NO0135

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Qur responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — nitps://www.nao org uk/code-audit

L—{i_v: 4 s

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

« summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

[Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Retum (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review.:
e  The smaller authority has not restated the prior year figure when revaluing assets in Section 2, Box 9. Please note that the

Practitioners’ Guide allows smaller authorities to use any reasonable valuation method, provided that the prior year figure is
restated for consistency and comparability.

Other matters not affecting our apinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2025.

External Auditor Name

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature \OK v Li "lﬂijif[-ul M Date 08/09/2025
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